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POLICY: RESEARCH ETHICS APPROVAL TIMELINES 
 
1. Drug studies requiring IDSC review 
 
 

 
 

t = 2 days 

t = 5 days 

Initial Submission 

IDSC Review 

IDSC Meeting 

IDSC questions 

t = 15 days 

REC Meeting 

REC Review 

IDSC/REC Questions 

Investigator response 

IDSC/REC response 
review 

IDSC/REC 
Approval 

REC approval letter 

t = 14 days 

t = 5 days 

N 

Y 

t = 22 days 
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2. Device studies  
 

 

t = 2 days 

Initial Submission 

REC Meeting 

REC Review 

REC Questions 

Investigator response 

REC response review 

REC 
Approval? 

REC approval letter 

t = 14 days 

t = 5 days 

N 

Y 

t = 22 days 

External 
review? 

External Review 

Y 

N 
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3. Non-device studies (REC only) 
 
 

 
 

t = 2 days 

Initial Submission 

REC Meeting 

REC Review 

REC Questions 

Investigator response 

REC response review 

REC 
Approval 

REC approval letter 

t = 14 days 

t = 5 days 

N 

Y 

t = 15 days 
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3. Expedited Review 
 
 

Initial Submission 

Chairperson Review 

REC Questions 

Investigator response 

Chair response review 

REC 
Approval 

REC approval letter 

t = 14 days 

t = 2 days 

N 

Y 

t = 5 days 
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4. Amendments with Drug Safety Issues 
 
 
 

 
 

t = 5 days t = 5 days 

Amendment Submission 

IDSC questions 

t = 5 days REC Review 

REC Questions 

Investigator response 

IDSC response review 

IDSC 
Approval 

Investigator response 

REC response review 

REC 
Approval 

REC approval letter 

t = 14 days 

N N 

Y Y 

t = 5 days IDSC Review 
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5. Amendments REC Issues Only 
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